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Notation Express User Guide - Sibelius 
 

 
 
Congratulations on purchasing Notation Express, the fastest way to use Sibelius! 
Before we get going, here’s some Q & A about what you are and aren’t allowed to do. 
 

License Q & A 
 

Can I use Notation Express on more than one computer? 
 
Yes! A purchase entitles one person (you) to use it on one computer at a time, on as many 
computers that you personally use. Unless you have extra limbs, that should suffice nicely. 
 
Can I use Notation Express on both the Stream Deck console and the iOS app? 
 
Yes! Your purchase entitles you to use Notation Express on both devices. You must purchase 
the Stream Deck console and subscribe to the Stream Deck Mobile iOS app separately. 
 
Can my buddy who shares my computer use Notation Express? 
 
No! Well, there’s no way to technically prevent it. But please ask your buddy to purchase his 
own copy. 
 
My buddy wants to use my copy of Notation Express. Can I send it to him? 
 
No! He should purchase his own copy. Let’s all be buddies! 
 
OK. Can I change the default Notation Express profile — move icons around, add my 
own shortcuts, actions, etc.? 
 
Yes! That’s the beauty of it — it’s totally customizable for your own use. You can change it 
straight away or keep the original handy and duplicate it for your own use. If you need to,  
you can always re-import the default Notation Express profile again. 
 
So, once I do that, can I send that profile to my buddy? 
 
No! Please don’t share any profile derived from the Notation Express profile, unless your 
buddy has already purchased Notation Express, too — then it’s OK. 
 
Now that we’re all clear on that, it’s time to set up Notation Express! 
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Notation Express and Notation Express XL 
 

This documentation guide refers both to the “original” version of Notation Express and No-
tation Express XL. 
 
The original version of Notation Express uses a 5x3 grid and is designed to work with the 
Stream Deck console and the Stream Deck Mobile app for iOS and Android devices. 
 
Notation Express XL uses an 8x4 grid and is designed to work with the Stream Deck XL con-
sole and the Stream Deck Mobile app for iPad. 
 
The setup, installation, and method of use of both products is the same. However, Notation 
Express XL includes many additional functions that take advantage of the extra buttons.  
 
When applicable, in this guide those instructions will be denoted by this icon:   
 
If you are fortunate enough to have both a Stream Deck and a Stream Deck XL, or even the 
Stream Deck Mobile app on your iPhone, iPad, and a Stream Deck or Stream Deck XL, it is 
possible to use both products simultaneously to supercharge your workflow even more. 
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Set up 
 

Setup is really easy. 

 
1. Install the Stream Deck desktop app from Elgato 

 
If you haven’t done so already, download and install the Stream Deck desktop app from: 
https://elgato.com/gaming/download 
 

 
 
If you’re using the Stream Deck console, connect it to your computer via the USB cable. 
 
Stream Deck Mobile only 
 
If you’re using Stream Deck Mobile on iOS or Android, be 
sure that that your phone/tablet and your PC are on the 
same wireless network. 
 
Download the mobile app and purchase a subscription if 
you haven’t done so already: 
 
 
iOS/iPadOS: https://apps.apple.com/app/elgato-stream-deck-mobile/id1440014184 
Android: https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.corsair.android.streamdeck 
 
Launch the Stream Deck app on your desktop. Follow the instructions to pair your devices.  

Important! Notation Express only supports Sibelius Ultimate 2024.3 (and later). Earlier 
versions of Sibelius are no longer supported. These installation instructions only apply to 
Sibelius Ultimate 2024.3 (and later). 
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2. Install the Notation Express for Sibelius plugin 
 
Don’t like reading installation instructions? We understand that you just want to start 
pushing those shiny buttons right away. It’s important to get Notation Express working 
correctly, though, so if you prefer, please watch this installation video. It’s only 3 minutes 
long!  
 
https://youtu.be/gnxgNe36N24 
 

This section will not apply if you have never installed the Stream Deck plugin before.  
 
If you have an earlier version of the plugin installed, please uninstall it by right-clicking 
(Control-click, on Mac), and selecting Uninstall… 
 

 
 
⚠ If you don’t see this in the Stream Deck desktop app, click this icon to customize which 
actions your Stream Deck shows: 
 

 
 
Select Custom and select Notation Express for Sibelius, and click Done. 
 

 
 
Then, uninstall as above, and proceed as follows. 
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Double-click the Notation Express for Sibelius.streamDeckPlugin. 
 
You will get a message from Stream Deck. 
 

 
 
This will install the Notation Express for Sibelius plugin in Stream Deck. 
 
To confirm, in the Stream Deck desktop app, you should see Notation Express for Sibeli-
us in the Custom list. 
 

 
 
 

  

⚠ If you purchased both Notation Express and Notation Express XL, and/or you wish to 
install the profile on multiple Stream Decks, you need only install the plugin once. 
 
If you attempt to install it again, you will get a message that the plugin is already installed: 
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2. Install the Notation Express Stream Deck Profile 
 
Double-click the Notation Express for Sibelius 2024.streamDeckProfile 
(        : Notation Express XL for Sibelius 2024.streamDeckProfile) file from the installa-
tion packet you purchased. This will import the Notation Express profile into the Stream 
Deck desktop app. 
 
In Stream Deck, Preferences > Profiles select the Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 
profile, and for Application: select Sibelius so that Stream Deck will automatically switch 
to Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 when Sibelius is in the foreground. 
 

 
 
Do this for each device (console or iOS device) you want to use Notation Express with 
(keep in mind that your purchase only allows one user per purchase). 
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3. Install the Notation Express supporting files for Sibelius 
 
Quit Sibelius if it is running. 
 
Double-click the Notation Express for Sibelius - Stream Deck installer (.pkg on Mac or 
.exe on Windows). 
 

 
 
If you have purchased Notation Express and Notation Express XL at the same time, you 
need only run the installer once. 
 
This will install the required Sibelius plug-ins into the appropriate folders on your com-
puter. You’re almost done! 
 
4. Set up Sibelius 
 
Launch Sibelius. You must be using Sibelius Ultimate 2024.3 or later. 
 
Open Sibelius’s Preferences, found in the File tab. 
 
In Preferences > Input Devices, you will see Sibelius Connect. Check Allow Sibelius to 
be remotely controlled by other applications. Do not change the Network port to any-
thing other than 1898. 
 

 
 
Click OK to exit Preferences. Momentarily, you should see a pop-up message on your 
screen from Sibelius asking to allow to allow the connection from “Notation Express 
Stream Deck Plugin for Sibelius”. Click Yes. 
 

 
 

That’s it! You can now begin using Notation Express. 
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What’s new in Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 
 

Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 has been completely rebuilt. Every button has been re-
programmed to take advantage of Sibelius’s ability to receive commands directly from 
Stream Deck, instead of relying upon a custom keyboard shortcut profile as the interme-
diary. 
 
Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 adds support for many new features: more than 75 new 
buttons to Notation Express XL for Sibelius and more than 40 new buttons to Notation Ex-
press (15-key) for Sibelius. 
 
Many icons have also been refreshed, and the profile has been re-organized in certain are-
as. 
 
Rebuilding every button of Notation Express 
 
You may have noticed that earlier versions of Notation Express installed a custom key-
board shortcut profile called Notation Express (user copy). In Sibelius 2024 it is no longer 
necessary to rely on these shortcuts. 
 
This is a major change for the following reasons: 
 

• Reclaim your shortcuts — You can now reclaim all of the keyboard shortcuts for 
your own use, as you like, without them being reserved by Notation Express 

• Cross-platform support — One Notation Express profile works for both Mac and 
Windows, so you can use the same profile on both operating systems (no need to 
purchase separate versions) 

• Multi-language support — Notation Express is now supported in all languages, 
so you don’t need to switch to English to use it in Sibelius (the icon labels will still 
only be in English, for now) 

• Faster — The direct connection to Sibelius makes Notation Express significantly 
more responsive, because it passes commands directly to Sibelius instead of in-
voking a series of macros that may involve opening and typing into a text area, for 
example 

• Background control — The direct connection to Sibelius means that you can use 
your Stream Deck to control Sibelius even when another application is running in 
the foreground 

• Expandability — Rebuilding Notation Express in this way has allowed us to add 
many more buttons; see the very next section for more information 
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15-key and XL versions of Notation Express for Sibelius 2024: Cosmetic updates 
 

• The main screen folders now have red borders (previously, only subfolders had 
red borders) 

• Many other icons have been refreshed, and command names updated, especially 
in the Hiding and Formatting folder 

 

 
 

 
New features and buttons in the XL version for Sibelius 2024: 75+ new buttons! 
 
(New items in Bold) 
 
• Voices (new folder) 

o Swap 1 & 3 
o Swap 1 & 4 
o Swap 2 & 3 
o Swap 2 & 4 
o Swap 3 & 4 
o Other voice-related buttons copied from Modify and Arrange folder: 

§ Swap 1 & 2 
§ Voice 1 
§ Voice 2 
§ Voice 3 
§ Voice 4 
§ All voices 
§ Delete Voice 1 
§ Delete Voice 2 
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§ Delete Voice 3 
§ Delete Voice 4 
§ Filter Voice 1 
§ Filter Voice 2 
§ Filter Voice 3 
§ Filter Voice 4 
§ Merge to Voice 1 
§ Paste into Voice 

 
• Notes > More Notes 

o Add LV to Notes replaced with Toggle LV 
o Next tie style 

 
• Articulations 

o Caesura 
o Copy Articulations (and Slurs) 
o Filter Non-tied notes (for applying articulations only to non-tied notes and 

notes that start a tie chain) 
 
• Dynamics 

o sub. is temporarily removed, but it will re-appear in a future update 
 
• Bars, Barlines, Brackets, Repeats 

o Fill Selection With Slashes 
 
• Noteheads renamed Noteheads & Microtones 

o New noteheads: 
§ Slashed 
§ Back slashed 
§ Ping 
§ Inverted triangle 

o Microtones: 
§ Quarter sharp 
§ Quarter flat 
§ Three-quarter sharp 
§ Three-quarter flat 
§ Remove accidentals duplicated here for ease of use 

 
• Text 

o Position Rehearsal Marks 
o Smarten Quotes 
o Gradual tempos: 

§ accel. 
§ rit. 
§ rall. 
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o Separate Music characters folders for Mac and Windows platforms 
o The pre-set tempo indications such as e = are removed; these and more can 

all be applied by using the buttons in the Music characters folder instead 
 
• Beaming and Tremolos 

o Z on Stem (Buzz) 
 
• Lines renamed Lines & Ornaments 

o Lines: 
§ Arrow 
§ Dashed slur 
§ Vibrato 
§ Wide vibrato 
§ Pedal lift 
§ Pedal lift again 
§ Pedal lift finally 
§ Pedal (no line) 
§ The Trill natural, Trill flat, and Trill sharp buttons will only work if 

those custom line styles exist in the document (i.e., a Scoring Express 
template) 

o Ornaments 
§ Inverted mordent 
§ Mordent 
§ Inverted triple mordent 
§ Triple mordent 
§ Turn 
§ Reversed turn 
§ Inverted turn 
§ Other symbol 

 
• Filters: Reorganized to accommodate many more filters, and even more in the future 

o System Text 
o Select More 
o Filter Others 
o Filter With Deselect 
o Filter Notes By Duration 
o Expression Text 
o Filter More: 

§ Bar repeats 
§ Clefs 
§ Comments (moved here) 
§ Cue-size objects 
§ Grace notes (moved here) 
§ Hairpins 
§ Hidden Objects 
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§ Instrument Changes 
§ Non-tied notes 
§ Notes with tremolos 
§ Pedal lines (moved here) 
§ Bar numbers (moved here) 
§ Page Number Changes 
§ All Barlines 
§ Special Barlines 
§ Non-Special Barlines 
§ Key Signatures 
§ Time Signatures 
§ Top, 2nd, 3rd, Bottom Note for Copying (moved here) 
§ Top, 2nd, 3rd, Bottom Note for Deletion (moved here) 

 
• Modify and Arrange renamed Modify and Select 

o Select More 
o Extend selection up 
o Extend selection down 
o Extend selection left 
o Extend selection right 
o Select System Passage 
o Copy Double Note Values (use with Paste) 
o Copy Halve Note Values (use with Paste) 
o Split Bar 
o Join Bars 
o Some items moved to Voices folder 

 
• Hiding and Formatting 

o Make Into Score Subset 
o Make Into Part 
o Insert Graphic 

 
• Playback and Navigation 

o Loop 
o Next page 
o Previous page 
o Scrub backward 
o Scrub forward 
o Renotate 
o Playback line 

 
• Third-party Tools folder:  

o These buttons are included in Notation Express and will work with third-party 
tools such as NotePerformer, Graphical MIDI Tools, and UltraMix, but the tools 
themselves must be purchased separately. 



Notation Express for Sibelius – Stream Deck (3.0) 

13 

o Graphical MIDI Tools (launches the GMT window; does not control GMT 
functions) 

o UltraMix 
o NotePerformer 

§ Add NotePerformer a2, a3, ... MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Guitar Effects Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Orchestral Tuning MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Pipe Organ & Accordion Stops MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Tenuto Always MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Vibrato Amount MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Vibrato Speed MIDI Message 
§ Reset Mixer for NotePerformer 

 
New features and buttons in the 15-key version for Sibelius 2024: 40+ new buttons! 
 
(New items in Bold) 
 
• Voices (new folder) 

o Swap 3 & 4 
o Copy 
o Paste into Voice 
o Other voice-related buttons copied from Modify and Arrange folder: 

§ Swap 1 & 2 
§ Voice 1 
§ Voice 2 
§ Voice 3 
§ Voice 4 
§ All voices 
§ Delete Voice 1 
§ Delete Voice 2 
§ Delete Voice 3 
§ Delete Voice 4 
§ Merge to Voice 1 

 
• Notes > More Notes 

o Toggle cue-size notes 
 
• Notes > More Notes > Note input 

o Add LV to Notes replaced with Toggle LV and moved here 
o 64th button removed to make room 
o Notes > More Notes > Note input > Tuplet utilities renamed Tuplets & Acci-

dentals 
§ Suppress cautionary 
§ Remove accidentals 
§ Parenthesize accidental 
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• Articulations 

o Copy Articulations (and Slurs) 
o Filter Non-tied notes (for applying articulations only to non-tied notes and 

notes that start a tie chain) 
o New More subfolder 

§ Plop 
§ Doit 
§ Scoop 
§ Fall 
§ Custom 1 
§ Custom 2 
§ Custom 3 
§ Caesura 
§ Wedge, Short fermata, Long fermata are moved here 
§ Copy Articulations (and Slurs) and Filter Non-tied notes duplicated 

here for ease of use 
 

• View & Options > More View Options, Zoom 
o Timeline 

 
• Bars, Barlines, Brackets, Repeats 

o Fill Selection With Slashes 
o D.S. al Fine removed to make room 

 
• Text 

o The folders Tempo and System Text, Techniques, and Staff text are now all 
subfolders within this folder 

o Characters & Diacritics: 
§ é, è, ñ, ô, ü, ç, Curly left apostrophe, Curly right apostrophe, Curly 

open quote, Curly closed quote, En dash 
o Separate Music characters folders for Mac and Windows platforms 
o The pre-set tempo indications such as e = are removed; these and more can 

all be applied by using the buttons in the Music characters folder instead 
o Position Rehearsal Marks 
o Gradual tempos: 

§ accel. 
§ rit. 

 
• Lines renamed Lines & Ornaments 

o Lines: 
§ Slide removed to make room 
§ The Trill natural, Trill flat, and Trill sharp buttons will only work if 

those custom line styles exist in the document (i.e., a Scoring Express 
template) 
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o New Ornaments subfolder: 
§ Inverted mordent 
§ Mordent 
§ Inverted triple mordent 
§ Triple mordent 
§ Turn 
§ Reversed turn 
§ Inverted turn 
§ Other symbol 

 
• Modify and Arrange renamed Modify and Select 

o Select More 
o Split Bar 
o Join Bars 
o Transposing Score 
o Slide left 
o Slide right 
o Some items moved to Voices folder 

 
• Third-party Tools folder:  

o These buttons are included in Notation Express and will work with third-party 
tools such as NotePerformer, Graphical MIDI Tools, and UltraMix, but the tools 
themselves must be purchased separately. 

o Graphical MIDI Tools (launches the GMT window; does not control GMT 
functions) 

o UltraMix 
o NotePerformer 

§ Add NotePerformer a2, a3, ... MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Guitar Effects Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Orchestral Tuning MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Pipe Organ & Accordion Stops MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Tenuto Always MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Vibrato Amount MIDI Message 
§ Add NotePerformer Vibrato Speed MIDI Message 
§ Reset Mixer for NotePerformer 

 
A second page has been added to the home page, to accommodate the Third-party Tools 
folder, and various other helpful buttons such as Sibelius Reference and shortcuts to the 
Sibelius forum, Notation Express, and Scoring Notes web sites. 
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Updating from an earlier version of Notation Express 
 

If you are a customer of Notation Express for Sibelius prior to Sibelius 2024, first of all, 
thank you! 
 
Notation Express for those versions of Sibelius is no longer officially supported, so we can 
devote our efforts to making the best of Sibelius 2024 and later. 
 
If you still need to work with Sibelius 2023.x or earlier, you can still use the earlier ver-
sion(s) of Notation Express for as long as you like. 
 
But, if you use Notation Express for Sibelius 2024, we do recommend that you uninstall 
earlier versions of the Notation Express for Sibelius profile that you may have. 
 
Here’s how to do that. 
 
Delete the earlier Notation Express Stream Deck profile 
 
In Stream Deck, Preferences > Profiles, select the Notation Express for Sibelius profile (or 
any other earlier profile you may have), and click the red “minus” button. 
 

 
 
When the warning appears, click Delete. 
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Reset your keyboard shortcuts (only if upgrading from Notation Express for Sibelius 
2023 or earlier) 
 
 
 
 
 
In Sibelius, Preferences > Keyboard Shortcuts > Current feature set:, you can feel free 
to change this to Standard menus and shortcuts, or any other feature set that you prefer. 
 

 
 
There is no harm in leaving the Notation Express (user copy) feature set on your com-
puter, but if you would like to delete this profile, click on Edit Feature Sets… , choose No-
tation Express (user copy), and click Delete. 
 

 
 
A warning will appear: 
 

 

⚠ It is not necessary or advised to reset your keyboard shortcuts if you 
are upgrading from Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 or later, or if you 
have never used any version of Notation Express for Sibelius before. 



Notation Express for Sibelius – Stream Deck (3.0) 

18 

 
Be aware: This will delete your Notation Express keyboard shortcuts, as well as any addi-
tional custom keyboard shortcuts you may have programmed if you customized this fea-
ture set further. If you’d rather not delete those, click No; Notation Express for Sibelius 
2024 can live happily alongside the existing keyboard shortcuts. You can also choose an-
other feature set without needing to delete the Notation Express feature set. 
 
Otherwise, to delete this feature set, click Yes. 
 
You can freely assign your own custom keyboard shortcuts in Sibelius 2024 without inter-
fering with Notation Express. 
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Using Notation Express 
 

Using Notation Express is as simple as pushing a button, literally! 
 
All of the top-level buttons are folders that contain commands. The commands are gener-
ally self-explanatory, but if you have any questions about how they work or what they do, 
consult the Sibelius Reference. 
 

 
 

Certain folders contain subfolders with more commands. 
 
Quick tip! 
 
Many sub-folders are arranged at the same position on the screen as the enclosing folder. 
For instance, to quickly get to More View Options, Zoom from the home screen, double-
tap on the View & Options button. 
 
Certain other actions are organized similarly: Double-tap on Techniques to enter Other 
Playing Technique, for instance.  
 
In Notation Express XL, the arrangement is different in certain places. For instance, dou-
ble-tap on the Notes button to bring up More Notes; Double-tap on Text to get to Char-
acters & Diacritics. 
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Here is the folder structure of Notation Express for Sibelius: 
 

• Home screen (Page 1) 
o Clefs and Octaves 
o Notes 

§ Note Input 
§ Noteheads 
§ Tuplets & accidentals 

o Articulations 
§ More Articulations 

o Dynamics 
o View & Options 

§ More View Options, Zoom 
o Bars, Barlines, Brackets, Repeats 

§ Repeats 
o Text 

§ Techniques & Divisi 
§ Tempo and System Text 
§ Staff text 

o Voices 
o Beaming and Tremolos 
o Lines & Ornaments 

§ Ornaments 
o Filters 

§ More Note Filters 
o Modify and Select 
o Hiding and Formatting 
o Playback and Navigation 

• Home screen (Page 2) 
o Third-party tools 

 
Folders and subfolders are indicated by a red border around the button. Filters are indi-
cated by a blue border. 
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Here is the folder structure for Notation Express XL for Sibelius: 
 

• Home screen 
o Clefs and Octaves 
o Notes 

§ More notes 
o Articulations 
o Dynamics 
o View & Options 
o Bars, Barlines, Brackets, Repeats 
o Noteheads & Microtones 
o Techniques 
o Text 

§ Characters & Diacritics 
§ Music characters 

o Beaming and Tremolos 
o Lines & Ornaments 
o Filters 

§ More Filters 
o Modify and Select 
o Hiding and Formatting 
o Playback and Navigation 
o Key signatures 
o Time signatures 
o Voices 
o Keypad & Keyboard 
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The home screen of Notation Express XL, and Page 2 of the home screen of Notation Ex-
press, also have quick buttons to the Sibelius Reference (when Sibelius is in use), the offi-
cial Sibelius help forum, the Notation Express web site, and the Scoring Notes web site. 
 
Third-party tools 
 
Notation Express comes with built-in support for some popular third-party tools, including 
launching the MIDI plug-ins Graphical MIDI Tools and UltraMix, and eight plugins that 
come installed with the NotePerformer playback engine. 
 

 
 
Purchase of these tools separately is required; the buttons will not do anything if these 
tools are not installed on your system. 
 
Setting custom articulations 
 
Sibelius allows you to define three custom articulations in your document in addition to 
the standard ones. To do this, follow the directions in the Sibelius Reference, section 4.22 
Articulations. 
 
Once you define these articulations, you can quickly use them in Notation Express XL. The 
shortcuts are already programmed for you, but if you like, you can change the title to re-
mind you of the articulation you defined, or even replace the icon with one you design 
yourself. 
 

 



Notation Express for Sibelius – Stream Deck (3.0) 

23 

 
Custom trill lines 
 
Buttons for three custom trill lines are included. These will only work if those custom line 
styles exist in the document. All Scoring Express templates (available separately at scor-
ingexpress.com) include these trills. The default house styles for the Norfolk and Lelandia 
fonts also include these lines. 
 
If you wish to create these lines on your own in a Sibelius document, you must name them 
exactly as follows, for Notation Express to recognize them: 
 

• Trill with natural 
• Trill with flat 
• Trill with sharp 
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Be aware 

 
Where’s Key Signature / Time Signature / etc.? 
 
There are a few very basic Sibelius commands not programmed into Notation Express.  
 
For example, the following commands are not programmed into Notation Express and in-
stead can easily be accessed from a computer keyboard: 
 
A-G = note names 
K = Key Signature 
T = Time Signature 
 
Of course, you can modify the Notation Express profile to suit your needs and add these 
commands and others if you wish. 
 
The Notation Express XL profile includes folders for Key signatures and Time signatures. 
 
Where’s my favorite item/command? 
 
There are hundreds of actions programmed into Notation Express for Sibelius, but the 
possible permutations available would stretch into the thousands, so many of them are 
not included. 
 
Of course, you can modify the Notation Express profile to suit your needs and add any 
commands if you wish. 
 
Can I use my existing keyboard shortcuts with Notation Express? 
 
Yes! Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 takes full advantage of the latest technology and 
does not rely on Sibelius’s keyboard shortcut profiles. So you can program your own key 
commands to control Sibelius 2024 and they will not interfere with Notation Express. 
 
Localization and program version 
 
Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 works on both Mac and Windows, and in all language 
setups, with no further configuration necessary. However, on Stream Deck, the button 
icons and text are only displayed in English, regardless of which language you use in Sibe-
lius or on your system. 
 
Notation Express is built for the latest version of Sibelius Ultimate 2024. It will not work 
with earlier versions of Sibelius or with Sibelius Artist or Sibelius First. 
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Troubleshooting 
 

If the connection is lost between Stream Deck and Sibelius, quit and restart the Stream Deck 
app. If that doesn’t work, try disconnecting and reconnecting the Stream Deck to your com-
puter. 
 
As a security measure, Sibelius will display the pop-up asking for your approval to connect at 
the start of each Sibelius session, and/or when the Stream Deck is connected or re-connected. 
 
Notation Express is built for the latest version of Sibelius Ultimate (2024.3 at this writing). 
Use with earlier Sibelius versions is not supported. 
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Notation Express XL usage  

 
There are many functions unique to Notation Express XL. Here are some highlights. 
 
Copy, paste, and rearrange icons 
 
You’ll notice several blank buttons on the home screen and in many of the subfolders. This 
is a feature, not a bug! This way, you can fully customize your home screen with the most 
frequently used functions, and you can rotate these in and out depending on your project, 
without disrupting the core Notation Express XL arrangement. 
 
To do this, in the Stream Deck desktop app, simply select the folder or function you wish 
to copy, press ⌘-C on Mac or Ctrl+C on Windows to copy the item(s), and press ⌘-V on 
Mac or Ctrl+V on Windows to paste the item(s) to the home screen (or wherever else you 
like). 
 
For instance, if you are working with lyrics a lot, you might want easy access to those but-
tons and the Characters & Diacritics folder on the home page: 
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Setting custom time signatures 
 
This feature was available on earlier versions of Notation Express XL for Sibelius. We have 
temporarily removed it, but hope to re-introduce it in a future update. 
 
The Notes folder 
 
The Notes folder is significantly different in Notation Express XL. Not only does it include 
the most common functions used when entering notes, it includes the most common ar-
ticulations. 
 

 
     
Keypad & Keyboard 
 
The Keypad & Keyboard folder includes a full numeric keypad as well as other keys not 
easily found on a laptop or small keyboard. This can be useful if you need to use these 
keys but don’t have a full-size keyboard handy. 
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Subito dynamic 
 
This feature was available on earlier versions of Notation Express XL for Sibelius. We have 
temporarily removed it, but hope to re-introduce it in a future update. 
 

Credits 
 
Philip Rothman created Notation Express. 
 
Bob Zawalich contributed greatly to the development of Notation Express for Sibelius 2024 
and created many of the Sibelius plugins that are used in Notation Express. 
 
David MacDonald assisted with the Notation Express for Sibelius plugin and programmed the 
Notation Express for Dorico plugin. 
 
The Sibelius Connect API is provided by Avid. 
 

More information and updates 
 

Notation Express: http://notationexpress.com 
Stream Deck: https://www.elgato.com/en/gaming/stream-deck 
Stream Deck Mobile: https://www.elgato.com/en/gaming/stream-deck-mobile 
 


